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Press Release 
Dr. Brady J. Deaton, Chairman of BIFAD, is pleased to announce that Dr. James E. Simon, 

has received the Researcher Award, and Ms. Gerardine Mukeshimana, has received the 

Student Award. These recipients of the 2012 BIFAD Award for Scientific Excellence in a 

USAID Collaborative Research Support Program (CRSP) will receive their awards during 

the BIFAD meeting in Des Moines, Iowa on October 16, 2012. The meeting is held in 

conjunction with the World Food Prize Borlaug Dialogue, which is held annually. The 

BIFAD Award is given for demonstrated creativity in bringing about sustainable 

improvements in international food and agriculture.  

 

Dr. James E. (Jim) Simon was recognized for his significant contributions to improving 

horticultural crops across the value-chain in several African countries. His work had an 

important impact upon thousands of small-holder farmers by connecting these farmers to 

higher-return markets, which led to over $25 million in trade to growers and processors 

during the five years of the project. Specifically, the focus was on improving the quality and 

consistency of small-holder farmers’ product using both a scientifically-based and market-

driven approach. The results are products that are demanded by the high-end hotel, 

restaurant and supermarkets in the country. Frequently, these small-holder farmers are 

closed out of the most lucrative markets, and Dr. Simon’s work helped to identify and solve 

the key limiting factor. Dr. Simon is a Professor at Rutgers University and is also the 

Director of the New Use Agriculture and Natural Plant Products Program at Rutgers. He 

received his Ph.D. degree from the University of Massachusetts, his M.S. degree from 

Oregon State University and his B.S. from Empire State College.  

 

Ms. Gerardine Mukeshimana was recognized for her significant contributions to the 

breeding of the common bean for both drought tolerance and disease resistance; key 

constraints that limit bean production in her home country, Rwanda. She has used the latest 

tools in molecular biology and bioinformatics to not only identify key components of bean 

genetic trait inheritance, but also to develop a fast and cost effective method for screening 

these components. This test can now be used by other scientists. Ms. Mukeshimana is a 

doctoral candidate at Michigan State University. She has not only worked as a part of the 

USAID PULSE CRSP, but she was also awarded the prestigious USAID Borlaug LEAP 

Fellowship during her doctoral program. This fellowship helped support her partnership 

with the prestigious CIAT international research institution in Columbia. Ms. Mukeshimana 

received her M.S. from Michigan State University and her B.S. from the National 

University of Rwanda. Prior to coming to the US, she worked as a faculty member at the 

National University of Rwanda and conducted multi-country research on bean diseases in 

Africa. 

 

The Board for International Food and Agricultural Development (BIFAD) is a 

Presidentially-appointed advisory council to USAID concerning issues related to food and 

agriculture. Questions concerning BIFAD can be directed to the BIFAD Executive Director, 

Susan Owens (sowens@usaid.gov 202-712-0218). 
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