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 ASARECA (Association for Strengthening Agricultural 
Research in Eastern and Central Africa) 

An intergovernmental 
Organisation bringing 
together NARS of  11  
Countries in the ECA  
region 



Background on the Eleven Member Countries 

ÅThe 11 ASARECA countries cover an area of 8.5 
million km2 

 

ÅWith a total population of more than 280 
million people,  

 

ÅMost of citizens are rural dwellers deriving their 
livelihoods from the agricultural sector. 

 



Background Cont d 

Å300 million hectares of land from which roughly one 
third  is devoted to agricultural uses. 

 

ÅOverall, agriculture accounts for 43 percent of 

regional GDP.  

 

Agriculture is an important  
Sector  in the social and economic  
Development of ECA 



ASARECAs Mission 

ÅTo enhance regional collective action in:  

ïagricultural research for development, 

ïextension and 

ïagricultural training and education 

ÅTo promote: 

ïeconomic growth, 

ï fight poverty, 

ïeradicate hunger and 

ïenhance sustainable use of resources in Eastern and 

Central Africa.   



This mission highlights ASARECAs 
commitment to the: 

ωMillennium Development Goals to reduce 
poverty and hunger by half by 2015 and 

 

ωTo attain CAADPs target of regional 
agricultural production annual growth rate 
of 6% up to 2015 



ASARECA PRIORITIES  

Developed through a thorough and long consultative 

process involving major stakeholders in the region 

including:  

 

 NARS 

 Scientific Partners 

 Development Partners 

  NGOs 

 Private sector  

 Farmers Organisations and CBOs 



Priority Setting Process 

 The Consultation to identify priorities and 

develop the ASARECA Strategic Plan was based 

on the results of a Study Commissioned by 

ASARECA to IFPRI to identify at Regional 

Level Strategic Investment Areas that will 

trigger the highest impact on the  Growth of the 

Regional AgGDP and consequently on the 

overall regional GDP. 

 

 Results from the Study indicated that: 



Regional AgGDP Gains to 2015 from Growth in Selected 

Commodity Sub-Sectors (US$ million) 
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Research work organized into 7 Programs 

1. Staple Crops 

2. High Value Non-staple Priority Crops  

3. Livestock and Fisheries 

4. Agro-biodiversity and Biotechnology 

5. Natural Resource Management and Biodiversity   

6. Policy Analysis and Advocacy 

7. Knowledge Management and Technology 

Uptake  



ASARECA s Technical support units 

1. Partnerships and Capacity Development (PCD) 

 

2. Information & Communication (ICU)  

 

3. Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E)  

 

4. Gender mainstreaming 

 

5.  Environmental and Social Safeguard 


